
W 
hen one thinks about the 
Bible doctrine of giving, 
money is usually the first 
thing that comes to mind. 

In First Corinthians 16:1 and 2, the apostle 
Paul succinctly stated that giving of our 
means is supposed to be part of the wor-
ship that Christians offer to God. “Now 
concerning the collection for the saints, as 
I have given order to the churches of Gala-
tia, even so do ye. Upon the first day of the 
week let every one of you lay by him in 
store, as God hath prospered 
him, that there be no gather-
ings when I come.” The 
“collection for the saints” to 
which Paul referred was 
money that he was raising to 
take with him to Jerusalem, 
so he could present it to the elders of the 
church there for the relief of Christians 
who were suffering financially (Acts 
11:29,30). He wanted the members of the 
church in Corinth to set aside money for 
this effort by giving of their means on the 
first day of every week, so there would be 
no need for a special collection, when he 
arrived. 
 This passage authorizes the church 
to take up a collection on the first day of 
every week. This is meant to be part of the 
worship that the church offers to God, be-
cause the first day of the week was “when 

the disciples came together” (Acts 20:7). 
It also authorizes the church to put up 
money “in store.” Churches may have 
savings accounts and checking accounts. 
Churches may budget money for specific 
purposes. The church is not authorized to 
hoard money, but it is authorized to have a 
plan, or a purpose for the money that is 
collected, on the Lord’s Day (Luke 16:9). 
 As to the amount of money that 
Christians are supposed to give on the first 
day of every week, there is no limit. The 

New Testament does not 
teach that Christians are sup-
posed to give a tithe, or a 
“tenth” of what they possess, 
but that they are to give “as 
God hath prospered” them. 
That means that it is up to 

the individual Christian to determine the 
amount of money he will contribute on the 
Lord’s Day. Of course, every Christian 
should bear in mind that the giving he 
does is part of the worship he offers to 
God, and that God would not be pleased 
with a half-hearted gift (2 Cor. 9:6,7). 
Also, it should be noted that we all owe 
the Lord a debt that is far greater than our 
ability to pay. We cannot put a price on 
what Jesus did to purchase our redemp-
tion, so the truth is that owe God every-
thing we have. Let us all consider these 
things when we give of our means. 
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“See then 

that ye walk 

circumspectly

, not as fools, 

but as wise, 

redeeming 

the time, 

because the 

days are evil.” 

—Ephesians 

5:15,16 

...Of Our Time 

Quotable Quotations 
“One dollar spent for lunch 

lasts five hours. One dollar 

spent for a necktie lasts five 

weeks. One dollar spent for a 

cap lasts five months. One 

dollar spent for an automo-

bile lasts five years. One dol-

lar spent in the service of 

God lasts for eternity.” 

—Roger Babson 

“Some Africans, converted 

from a heathen religion to 

the Christian religion, were 

casting gifts into a large ring 

drawn on the ground. Gold, 

silver, etc. were being given; 

but one native stepped into 

the ring and said, ‘I give my-

self.’ We need to give our-

selves…” 

—Leroy Brownlow 

“How many times have you 

heard a fellow saint confess: 

‘I know I’m not giving 

enough to the church’? When 

anyone makes such a confes-

sion he is admitting he is 

withholding a portion of his 

material possessions that 

should be devoted to the 

service of his God. Hence, he 

is ‘robbing God.’” 

—F.B. Shepherd 

 

used in reference to living 
one’s life. To “walk cir-
cumspectly” is to live cau-
tiously. Christians are 
commanded to live cau-
tiously, “redeeming the 
time.” To redeem some-
thing is literally to “rescue 
[it] from loss.” Therefore, 
Christians are commanded 
to live cautiously, so that 
their time is not wasted. 
After all, time is some-
thing that we all are run-
ning out of, and no one is 
capable of substantially 
increasing their supply. 

 The world teaches 
us to spend our time mak-
ing money and enjoying 
leisure activities, but the 
Lord wants us to spend our 

time in pursuit of spiritual 
goals, as well. How much 
time do you spend wor-
shipping God? How much 
time do you spend study-
ing the Bible? How much 
time do you spend being of 
service to your fellow 
men? How much time do 
you spend talking to others 
about Jesus, and encourag-
ing them to follow in His 
footsteps? How much time 
do you spend visiting those 
who are spiritually and 
physically sick? All of 
these are perfectly good 
ways for us to spend our 
time wisely; and give back 
a portion of what God has 
blessed us with, in our 
lives.  

H 
ow much of your 
time do you give 
to God? Sure, 

you may give a generous 
amount of your money to 
the Lord, but money is not 
the only thing with which 
God blesses us. Time is a 
much more precious com-
modity, and all of the time 
we have is a gift from our 
Heavenly Father. 

 In Ephesians 5:15 
and 16, it is written: “See 
than that ye walk circum-
spectly, not as fools, but as 
wise, redeeming the time, 
because the days are evil.” 
As is typically the case, in 
New Testament epistles, 
“walk” is a figurative term 
used in reference to living 
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P aul, in praise of the 
Christians of Ma-
cedonia, wrote: 
“How that in great 

trial of affliction the abun-
dance of their joy and their 
deep poverty abounded unto 
the riches of their liberality. 
For to their power, I bear 
record, yea, and beyond their 
power they were willing of 
themselves; praying us with 
much entreaty that we would 
receive the gift, and take 
upon us the fellowship of the 
ministering of the saints. And 
this they did, not as we 
hoped, but first gave their 
own selves to the Lord, and 
unto us by the will of God” (2 
Cor. 8:2-5). The fact that 
these Christians were willing 
to give more than just their 
money those who were in 
need is most impressive, in-
deed! 

 The various abilities 
we all possess are gifts en-
trusted to us by God. 
Whether we are capable of 
great feats of physical 
strength and endurance, dip-
lomatic interpersonal skills, 
extraordinary intelligence, or 
any other such like ability, 
we all have God to thank for 
what we are capable of do-
ing. But, are we using our 
various talents for the glory 
of God, or we simply wasting 
them selfishly? 

 In His “Parable of 
the Talents” (Mat. 25:14-30), 
Jesus made the point that, no 
matter how many talents we 
may or may not have, God 
expects us to use those tal-
ents and not simply hide 
them from the world. If one 
has a talent for teaching, one 
must find a way to use that 

talent for the cause of Christ; 
if one has a talent for sing-
ing, then one must find a 
way to use that talent for 
God’s glory; if one has a tal-
ent for preaching, then one 
must preach the gospel to all 
who will listen. Making the 
best use of our God-given 
talents is not an optional 
proposition: it is something 
we all must do, if we want to 
go to Heaven! 

 There are Christian 
doctors who go on medical 
mission trips, so they can use 
their talents to glorify God. 
There are Christian young 
people who go on door-
knocking campaigns, so they 
can be useful in the Lord’s 
service. It doesn’t matter 
who you are, or how much 
talent you have, God can use 
you in His kingdom! 
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Web Sites That Won’t Waste Your Time… 
 
Use this code with your smart phone to visit the web site of the Madisonville Church of Christ. 
Get news and information about what’s going on in our congregation. Put your knowledge of the 
Bible to the test on our “Q & A” page. No smart phone, no problem. Just use your computer’s 
web browser to visit www.madisonvillechurchofchrist.org. 
 

 
Do a search for the “Madisonville Church of Christ” on Facebook, and “like” our page. We 
post many announcements about happenings at the church and other items of interest, each 
week. We would love to have you as part of our Facebook following! 



Sunday Morning Bible Study 

—9:30 a.m. 

Sunday Morning Worship 

—10:30 a.m. 

Sunday Evening Worship 

—6:00 p.m. 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study 

—7:00 p.m. 

What Is a Tithe? 

In Genesis 14:18 through 20, it is written, “And Melchizedek 
king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he was the 
priest of the most high God. And he blessed him, and said, 
Blessed be Abram of the most high God, possessor of heaven 
and earth: and blessed be the most high God, which hath de-
livered thine enemies into thy hand. And he gave him tithes of 
all.” This is the very first time that the word “tithe” is used in 
the Bible. It literally means “a tenth” of something. Typi-
cally, it is used to refer to some kind of an offering of one’s 
means to the Lord, as in the case of Abram giving a tenth of 
what he had gained in the battle with Chedorlaomer’s forces 
to Melchizedek, who was a priest of the most high God. Un-
der the terms and conditions of the Law of Moses, there were 
various times when the Jews were required to give tithes of 
all they possessed to the priests who served in the Tabernacle 
and later in the Temple. Are Christians required to give tithes 
of all that they possess? What does the Law of Christ have to 
say about giving? These are the questions addressed in this 
issue of the Paper Pulpit. 

Madisonville Church of Christ 

FREE Bible Correspondence Course! 

♦ A complete survey of the whole Bible in twenty
-five lessons. 

♦ Study in the privacy of your own home at your 
own pace. 

♦ Absolutely free of charge (we will not solicit 
you for any donations). 

♦ Certificate presented upon completion. 

♦ Call or write to the Madisonville Church of Call or write to the Madisonville Church of Call or write to the Madisonville Church of Call or write to the Madisonville Church of 
Christ to request enrollment.Christ to request enrollment.Christ to request enrollment.Christ to request enrollment.    

♦ An excellent aid to a personal study of the 
Scriptures. 

♦ Elevates the importance of the Biblical text 
over the opinions of men. 

A Christ-Preaching, Bible-Teaching Church 


