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The Madisonville
Church of Christ
is proud to offer

*  What Does the
Bible Say?
Sundays at
8:30a.m.on
WFMW (AM
730)

e Clothing give-
aways (call
church office
for days and
times)

e FourBible cor-
respondence
courses

e Bible study
courses on DVD

Address:

1035 N. Main St.
Madisonville, KY
42431

Telephone:

270.821.3544
E-mail:

msop1989@
yahoo.com

Web Site:

www.madisonville
churchofchirst.org

Unless otherwise
indicated, every
article was written
by our preacher,
Russell M. Kline
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...Of Our Means

hen one thinks about theéhe disciples came togettiefActs 20:7).
Bible doctrine of giving, It also authorizes the church to put u
money is usually the firstmoney ‘in store” Churches may have :
thing that comes to mind.savings accounts and checking accounts.
In First Corinthians 16:1 and 2, the apostéhurches may budget money for specifiof
Paul succinctly stated that giving of oupurposes. The church is not authorized t@
means is supposed to be part of the wdmard money, but it is authorized to have &
ship that Christians offer to GodNbw plan, or a purpose for the money that ig
concerning the collection for the saints, awllected, on the Lord’s Day (Luke 16:9).
| have given order to the churches of Gala- As to the amount of money that:
tia, even so do ye. Upon the first day of ti@hristians are supposed to give on the first
week let every one of you lay by him uhay of every week, there is no limit. The:
store, as God hath prosperg New Testament does not:
him, that there be no gather{jUpon the first day of teach that Christians are sup-E
ings when | come. The the week let eve.ly posed to give a tithe, or ag
“collection for the saintsto | @€ Ofyou lay by him «q of what they possess,

which Paul referred wad? store...” but that they are to givea$

money that he was raising|to . . .5|God hath prosperédthem.
take with him to Jerusaler ,_I Corinthians 16:2 That means that it is up to:
so he could present it to the elders of tilee individual Christian to determine the:
church there for the relief of Christianamount of money he will contribute on thes:
who were suffering financially (ActsLord’s Day. Of course, every Christian:
11:29,30). He wanted the members of tlsfould bear in mind that the giving he§
church in Corinth to set aside money fatoes is part of the worship he offers to:
this effort by giving of their means on th&od, and that God would not be pleased
first day of every week, so there would beith a half-hearted gift (2 Cor. 9:6,7). :
no need for a special collection, when H&so, it should be noted that we all owe:
arrived. the Lord a debt that is far greater than oui
This passage authorizes the churelbility to pay. We cannot put a price on:
to take up a collection on the first day ofhat Jesus did to purchase our redemp-
every week. This is meant to be part of th®n, so the truth is that owe God every-
worship that the church offers to God, be¢hing we have. Let us all consider these
cause the first day of the week waghtn things when we give of our means. :
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“See then
that ye walk
circumspectly
, not as fools,
but as wise,
redeeming
the time,
because the

days are evil.”

—Ephesians
5:15 76

Quotable Quotations

“One dollar spent for lunch
lasts five hours. One dollar
spent for a necktie lasts five
weeks. One dollar spent for a
cap lasts five months. One
dollar spent for an automo-
bile lasts five years. One dol-
lar spent in the service of

God lasts for eternity.”
—Roger Babson

“Some Africans, converted

from a heathen rehgion to

the Christian religion, were
casting gifts into a large ring
drawn on the ground. Gold,
silver, etc. were being given;
but one native stepped into
the ring and said, ‘1 give my-
self.” We need to give our-

selves...”
—Leroy Brownlow

“How many times have you
heard a fellow saint confess:

I know I'm not giving

enough to the church’? When
anyone makes such a confes-
sion he 15 admitting he 1s
withholding a portion of his
possessions  that

devoted to the

material
should be
service of his God. Hence, he

1s ‘robbing God.””

—1F .B. Shepherd
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...Of Our Time

ow much of your used in reference to livingtime in pursuit of spiritual

time do you give one’s life. To talk cir- goals, as well. How much

to God? Sure, cumspectlyis to live cau- time do you spend wor-
you may give a generougiously. Christians are shipping God? How much
amount of your money tocommanded to live cau-time do you spend study-
the Lord, but money is nottiously, ‘“redeeming the ing the Bible? How much
the only thing with which time.” To redeem some-time do you spend being of
God blesses us. Time is #hing is literally to “rescue service to your fellow
much more precious comf{it] from loss.” Therefore, men? How much time do
modity, and_allof the time Christians are commandedou spend talking to others
we have is a gift from ourto live cautiously, so thatabout Jesus, and encourag-
Heavenly Father. their time is not wasted.ing them to follow in His
After all, time is some- footsteps? How much time
o _ thing that we all are run-do you spend visiting those
and 16, it is Wr|tten_: See ning out of, and no one iswho are spiritually and
than that ye walk Clrcum'capable of substantiallyphysically sick? All of

spectly, not as_ fools, blft a?ncreasing their supply.  these are perfectly good
wise, redeeming the time, ways for us to spend our
because the days are eVil The world teache:stime wisely; and give back

As is typically the case, inus to spend our time mak-a portion of what God has

New Testament epistlesing money and enjoyingy.ccaq us with. in our

In Ephesians 5:15

“walk’ is a figurative term leisure activities, but thelives

used in reference to livingLord wants us to spend our p
P
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...Of Our Talent

ul, in praise of the The various abilities talent for the cause of Christ;

hristians of Ma- we all possess are gifts endif one has a talent for sing “F t

cedonia, wrote: trusted to us by God.ing, then onemust find a or unto

“How that in great Whether we are capable ofway to use that talent fol€VEry one
trial of affliction the abun- great feats of physical God's glory; if one has a tal ¢hat hath
dance of their joy and their strength and endurance, dipent for preaching, then on
deep poverty abounded untdomatic interpersonal skills, must preach the gospel to al shall be
the riches of their liberality. extraordinary intelligence, or who will listen. Making the given, and
For to their power, | bear any other such like ability, best use of our God-giver he shall
record, yea, and beyond theirwe all have God to thank for talents is not an optional
power they were willing of what we are capable of do-proposition: it is something ave
themselves; praying us withing. But, are we using our we all must do, if we want tc gbundance:
much entreaty that we wouldvarious talents for the glory go to Heaven! .
receive the gift, and take of God, or we simply wasting o but from him
upon us the fellowship of thethem selfishly? There are Christian that hath

. : doctors who go on medica
ministering of the saints. And o o _ not shall be
this they did, not as we In His “Parable of mission trips, so they can us

hoped, but first gave theirthe Talents” (Mat. 2.5:14-30), their talents to .glt.)rify God. taken away
own selves to the Lord, andJes;;s rEade the p(?[lnl'[ tr:at, nd’hertla areh Christian y(;)ung even that

; matter how many talents wepeople who go on door .
gr;tro ug_g}/s;he_rvxr/:(lel o;‘aCétCk(tiat may or may not have, Godknocking campaigns, so the which he
S expects us to use those talean be useful in the Lord’s hath.”
ents and not simply hideservice. It doesn't mattel
them from the world. If one who you are, or how muct —Matthew

these Christians were willing
to give more than just their
money those who were in

need is most impressive in_has a talent for teaching, ondalent you have, God can us 25:29
deed! " must find a way to use that youin His kingdom! P )
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Web Sites That Won't Waste Your Time...

Use this code with your smart phone to visit the web site of the Madisonville Church of Christ.

Get news and information about what’s going on in our congregation. Put your knowledge of the
al = Bible to the test on our “Q & A” page. No smart phone, no problem. Just use your computer’s

web browser to visit www.madisonvillechurchofchrist.org.

Do a search for the “Madisonville Church of Christ” on Facebook, and “like” our page. We
post many announcements about happenings at the church and other items of interest, each

week. We would love to have you as part of our Facebook following!
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Madisonville Church of Christ
Sunday Morning Bible Study

—9:30 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship

—10:30 a.m.

Sunday Evening Worship

—6:00 p.m.

\Xednesday Evening Bible Study
—7:00 p.m.

A Christ-Preaching, Bible-Teaching Church

Lesson 25

Bible

COTTGSPOTLCI ence
COUJ‘SG

By Wendell K. Freeman

What Does The Bible Teach About

FNESAVIEIN

The search of all men is for happiness. To some it is happiness to
have a nice home; to another, it is happiness to have a fine automobile;
to another, it is happiness to have a prominent position.

To the Christian, none of these things give the happiness which they
seek. The Christian has placed his hope and aim higher, and he is looking
forward to eternal happiness in heaven. This lesson is aimed at raising our
hopes to a higher plane and causing us to be more concerned with making
heaven our home.

Jesus taught in the Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 5:11-12, that we
should consider ourselves happy when we are privileged to suffer for the
name’s sake of Christ, for when we do so, great is our reward in heaven.
Many are they whose blood has been shed for the name of Christ, yet
through this suffering there shall come the eternal reward.

The Bible Teaches That . . .
. WE SHOULD LAY UP TREASURES IN HEAVEN. “Lay not

up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt,
and where thieves do not break through nor steal:

“‘But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor
rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break througl. nor steal:

“For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” Matthew
6:19-21.

In this passage, Jesus taught in such a way as to leave no doubt. His
desire for us is that we seek those things that are above and not the things
upon the earth. If only men and women could be brought to a realization
of how short life is and how transient the things we possess materially, they
would be more concerned with an eternal reward.

Published by John M. Hurt Publications 1971, All rights reserved.

What Is a Tithe? :

In Genesis 14:18 through 20, it is writtednd Melchizedek"
king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: andakes the |
priest of the most high God. And he blessed hird, said, |
Blessed be Abram of the most high God, possessmavkn |
and earth: and blessed be the most high God, whéth de- |
livered thine enemies into thy hand. And he gaxeththes of |
all.” This is the very first time that the word “tithés used in |
the Bible. It literally means “a tenth” of sometfinTypi-
cally, it is used to refer to some kind of an afigrof one’s I
means to the Lord, as in the case of Abram givingnsh of

what he had gained in the battle with Chedorlaosnfrices :
to Melchizedek, who was a priest of the most higid Gn- I
der the terms and conditions of the Law of MosSestd were I
various times when the Jews were required to gtheg of !
all they possessed to the priests who served ifabernacle |
and later in the Temple. Are Christians requiredite tithes |
of all that they possess? What does the Law ofsCheve to |
say about giving? These are the questions addréssibeg |
issue of the Paper Pulpit. |

FREE Bible Correspondence Course!

A compleTe survey of The whole Bible in Twenty
five lessons.

Study in THe privacy of your own HomE AT yOUR
OWN PACE.

Absolutely free of charge (we will nor soliciT
you for ANy dONATIONS).

Cerrificate presented upon compleTion.

Call or write 10 THe Madisonville Church of
Christ 10 REQUEST ENROLIMENT.

AN excellent aid 10 A personal study of The
SCRIPTURES.

Elevates The importance of The Biblical text
oVer THE opinions of MeN.



